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the time is yet ripe. The stigma of suffering from venereal
disease is so great, and the desire for concealment, with its
consequent resort to quacks and self-treatment so marked,
that until a more reasonable attitude towards the whole

subject has penetrated to the popular mind, notification
would be likely to increase the number of concealments.
Notification without names or addresses, as in Denmark,
does not appear to have any great advantage even in the
matter of providing statistics. He considers that if full
notification were adopted in this country later on, it would
have to be accompanied by legislation to prolaibit the treat-
ment of venereal diseases by unqualified persons, as has been
done in Australia and elsewhere.
Although the report deals with venereal diseases," it is

essentially concerned with syphilis, and the references which
it contains to gonorrhoea are somewhat meagre. The adminis-
trative problems involved in the repression of gonorrhcea
are in several respects special, and call for further
study.
The report is prefaced by an introductory statement by the

medical officer of the Local Government Board, Dr. A.
Newsholme, in which attention is drawn to the great im-
portance of the subject to public health, and the nature of
the principal conclusions of the report.

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY

AND FOR THE WELFARE OF
INFANCY.

THE National Association for the Prevention of Infant

Mortality held a Conference on August 4th and 5th at the
Caxton Hall, Westminster, under the presidency of the

Right Hon. JOHN BURNS, M.P. There was a large
attendance, among which were 23 official delegates from
foreign countries, the colonies, and the overseas dominions,
besides representatives of the public health and Poor-law
authorities.

In his presidential address Mr. BURNS dwelt on the need
for adjusting the health of the people with the conditions
developing under the growth of trade and the increase of
urbanization. These were disturbing factors of the quiet,
rest, and fallow conditions so necessary for a happy child-
hood. It was not an accident that the clergyman and the
gardener had relatively the longest life. He referred to the
influence of working mothers on infant mortality, illustrating
it by a comparison of two similar communities, Burnley and
Battersea, where the infant death-rates were respectively 171
and 83 per 1000. This he attributed to the fact that in

Burnley a large percentage of the mothers were at work,
while in Battersea they were at home. For at least four
months before the baby was born, and for longer afterwards,
mothers should be mothers and not machines. Doctors’
babies died at the rate of only 40 per 1000. The rate
in the upper and middle classes was 77, among artisans 100
to 130, among miners 160, unskilled labourers 150 to 250,
and agricultural labourers, notwithstanding low wages,
only 97 per 1000. In the seven years since the Conference
began the saving of human lives compared with the previous
seven years was 545,000, and of infant lives 200,000.
Mr. Burns deplored the number of childless women of
the better classes who were wasting their motherly devotion
over pet dogs and so forth, when those who knew the existing
conditions could provide them with human substitutes for
their care. He made a reference to cancer and to sexual
diseases, and spoke of a report in preparation by the Local
Government Board on the latter.
The sections were two, Administrative and Medical. At

the morning session of the Medical Section Mr. PEASE,
President of the Board of Education, who presided, said that
the Board realised that the physical condition was an

essential preliminary consideration to education. Referring
to the reduction of infant mortality in the last few years, he
attributed it to two causes : slight improvement in the

physical condition of childbearing mothers and better infant
care and management. The Board was doing its best to
disseminate information through the schools, and by
encouraging schools for mothers, and the instruction of

girls in the care of infants. He praised the efforts of

voluntary workers.
Papers were read in the morning on subjects relating to

Education and Infant Hygiene by Dr. L. E. La Fetra (New
York), Dr. C. Paget Lapage (Manchester), Dr. F. Truby
King (New Zealand), Dr. Caroline Hedger (Chicago),
Dr. Christopher Addison, M.P. (London), and Miss
Gregory.
At the afternoon session, under the presidency of

Sir GEORGE NEWMAN, M.D., Milk Problems were discussed
by Dr. Henry L. Coit (New Jersey, U.S.A.), Dr. Eric
Pritchard (London), Dr. A. E. Naish (Sheffield), Dr. G. R.
Pisek (University of Vermont, U.S.A.), Dr. Fritz Talbot
(Boston, U.S.A.), and Frederick Langmead (London). On
Tuesday in this section Dr. CHARLES A. HODGETTS (Canada)
was chairman, and papers were read on subjects relating
to Antenatal Hygiene by Dr. J. W. Ballantyne (Edinburgh),
Dr. J. M. Munro Kerr (Glasgow), Dr. F. W. Mott (London),
Dr. P. Van Ingen (New York), Mrs. Fowler (Birmingham),
Dr. J. L. Huntington (Boston), and Dr. A. K. Chalmers
(Glasgow).

Dr. Chalmers dealt with the working of maternity benefit
under the Insurance Act. Since the Act came into
force there had been a great decrease in notification of
births by the staffs of maternity hospitals, and a corre-

sponding increase in notification by private practitioners and
midwives. The working of the maternity benefit had been
satisfactory on the whole. In 56 cases no benefit had been
received, though one of the parents was insured, and in 137
cases neither was insured, though inquiry showed that they
should have been. Usually the money was paid direct
to the husband, but in some cases where the woman applied
showing that the husband would abuse the benefit payment
was made to her. One result of the Act had been a rise
in midwives’ fees. He discussed the abuse of benefit money.
The Administrative Section was presided over on Monday

by Dr. ARTHUR NEWSHOLME, C.B. In the morning there
were papers relating to the Responsibilities of Central and
Local Authorities in the Matter of Infant and Child Hygiene,
by Mr. F. E. Fremantle (Hertfordshire), Dr. Charles A.

Hodgetts (Canada), Professor Richard Caton (Liverpool Uni-
versity), Dr. H. J. Gerstenberger (Cleveland, U.S.A.). A paper
by Miss Julia C. Lathrop on the Federal Children’s Bureau
of the United States was taken as read. In the afternoon

papers on various administrative subjects were read by
Mrs. Kitson Clark (Leeds), Dr. Helen Macmurchy (Toronto),
the Hon A. A. Kirkpatrick (South Australia), Dr. H. L. K.
Shaw (Albany), Dr. S. G. Moore (Huddersfield), and Dr.
A. Jasper Anderson (Cape Town).
On Tuesday the Administrative Section was presided over

by the Countess of ABERDEEN, who in her address referred
to the Viceregal Milk Commission appointed a few years
ago. The Commission, she said, had travelled all over

Ireland, and taken evidence from Manchester, Liverpool,
Birmingham, and Glasgow, and was about to issue a

unanimous report. The Commission would dwell on the

importance of milk depots. The question in the towns
was shown to centre largely round organisation for

bringing the consumer and the producer together. The

importance of winter dairying, the keeping of records,
improvement in the milk yield of cows, and the use of goats
would be referred to. The second part would deal with the
preservation of milk from contamination.

Papers relating to the Administrative Control of the Milk
Supply were read by Professor J. M. Beattie (University
of Liverpool), Assistant Surgeon-General John W. Kerr

(U.S. Public Health Service), Dr. W. G. Savage (Somerset-
shire), Professor E. W. Hope (Liverpool), and Mr. J. W.
Brittlebank (Liverpool).

In the afternoon of August 5th a joint meeting of the
two sections took place, when resolutions were passed
urging: That maternity benefit be made the property of the
mother; the paying of adequate attention to good bodily
health and development and fitness for maternity in young
girls, as well as to edueation ; the registration of still-births ;
greater completeness in medical certificates of death ; better
training for the midwife’s certificate; a more important
place in the medical curriculum for infant hygiene ; an

international conference to inquire into the causes, treat.
ment, and prevention of venereal diseases ; and the presenta-
tion to Parliament of a Milk Bill.
The next Conference will be held at Liverpool.


